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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, IA 

SUBJECT: GOJ QUERY ON OIL SUPPLY TO USFJ 
REF: TOKYO 15037 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: GOJ HAS ASKED WHETHER USG HAS DECIDED TO OBTAIN OIL 
REQUIRED BY US FORCES IN JAPAN ENTIRELY FROM SOURCES 
OUTSIDE JAPAN BEGINNING NEXT YEAR. EMBASSY BELIEVES 
SUCH MOVE WOULD REMOVE ISSUE OF US MILITARY PRESENCE 
IN JAPAN AND US PRIVILEGES UNDER SOFA FROM INCREASINGLY 
ACRIMONIOUS DEBATE IN JAPAN ON OIL CRISIS. ACTION 
REQUESTED: GUIDANCE SOONEST. END SUMMARY. 

1. FONOFF HAS ASKED EMBASSY DEC 1 WHETHER USG HAS 
DECIDED TO OBTAIN OIL USED BY US FORCES IN JAPAN 
ENTIRELY FROM SOURCES OUTSIDE JAPAN BEGINNING JANUARY 
1, 1974. AND TO ABANDON PROCUREMENT FROM JAPANESE 
SOURCES. (SEE REFTEL FOR AMOUNTS OBTAINED HERE. 

1. E. ONLY THR RE-PAY SUPPLY PER MONTH FOR PACOM FORCES.) 

2. FONOFF CITED "YOMIURF STORY DEC 1 
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ABOUT MAKE SUCH DECISION AS PART OF ITS EFFORT TO 
EASE ENERGY PLIGHT CONFRONTING US ALLIES. ALSO, 

FONOFF HAS REPORT FROM EMBASSY WASHINGTON TO 
EFFECT THAT DOD SOURCE SAID POL OBTAINED ON PRIORITY 
BASIS BY DOD UNDER DEFENSE PROCUREMENT ACT WILL BE 
SUPPLIED TO US FORCES ABROAD AS WELL AS WITHIN US, 

AND THIS BEING THE CASE, POL SO PROCURED WILL BE 
SENT TO US FORCES IN IAPAN. SPECIFIC AMOUNT NOW 
UNDER STUDY BY DOD. 

3. COMMENT: GOI HAS BEEN UNDER GROWING PRESSURE 
IN DIET COMMITTEE AND PUBLIC MEDIA TO CLARIFY 
ITS POLICY CONCERNING POL SUPPLY FROM DOMESTIC 
OUTLETS TO USFI. ON NHK-TV PROGRAM DEC 2, FOR 
EXAMPLE, JCP REPRESENTATIVE ATTACKED CHIEF CABINET 
SECRETARY NIKAIDO FOR "DOING NOTHING" TO RESTRICT 
OIL FLOW TO USFI, WHILE "ALL OTHER MAIOR OIL 

USERS IN IAPAN" HAVE BEEN CUT BACK TEN PERCENT 
SINCE NOV 20. USG DECISION TO FOREGO SUPPLY FROM 
JAPANESE SOURCES IN NEW CALENDAR YEAR WOULD, OF 
COURSE, HELP EASE ENERGY PROGLEM HERE, BUT MORE 
IMPORTANT, AN ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUCH DECISION WOULD BE 
INSTRUMENTAL IN REMOVING POLITICAL ISSUE OF US MILITARY 
PRESENCE IN JAPAN AND US PRIVILEGES UNDER SOFA (E.G. ARTICLE 12) 

FROM INCREASINGLY ACRIMONIOUS DEBATE BETWEEN GOJ AND OPPOSITION 
PARTIES ON OIL CRISIS. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: GUIDANCE SOONEST. 

SHOESMITH 
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